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Editor suspects duplicate publication (finds the same or a similar paper previously published by the same author).

Minor or insignificant overlap in the contents of the two 
papers, but they are distinct studies.

Major overlap (based on same data, same or similar 
findings, overall content very similar or same)

Editor consults an in-house publication expert, if required, for confirmation.

Editor marks out the part(s) needing author attention, 
suggests a revision in a comment, and proceeds to edit 

the rest of the paper.

Editor communicates concerns and strongly advises 
author against journal submission. 

(No author response required)

Author makes satisfactory revisions and comes back for 
a second round of editing.

Editor edits the revised file (at possibly an extra cost 
depending on extent of revision).

Editing certificate is issued to the author for the paper.

Editor corrects only basic language errors in the file 
without extensive revisions and inserts a detailed, 

cautionary comment.

Editing certificate is not issued for the paper.

When we encounter any cases of suspected ethical non-compliance in manuscripts of clients, 
we follow the process outlined below. 

Process for suspected duplicate/redundant publication


